[Combined diagnosis of parotid masses].
Computed tomography (CT), ultrasonography, sialography, and 99mTc scintigraphy were applied before operation to 108 patients with parotid masses. The results of each technique and the combined study of them were compared with the pathological diagnosis. Ultrasonography was found to be a very effective diagnostic aid in determining the presence of space-occupying lesion in the parotid. CT was the best technique to provide adequately reliable informations regarding the location of the tumor and the relationship between tumor and surrounding tissues. For diagnosing the nature of tumors, ultrasonography combined with sialography was reliable. 99mTc scintigraphy was better than other techniques in diagnosis of adenolymphoma. The diagnostic accuracy of combined diagnosis (90.7%) was higher than those of ultrasonography (83%), CT (80.5%), sialography (79%), and 99mTc scintigraphy (13.9%) alone. The advantage of combined diagnosis was particularly obvious for the diagnosis of low-grade malignant tumors.